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PASTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2016
SUBMITTED ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 29TH - ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

With flood waters now gone, Noah is made this promise by God:

“As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.”

I am reminded of this passage from Genesis 8 when I reflect on 2016 and our life together as a family of faith.

Seedtime and Harvest shall not cease

2016 saw the hard work of planting rewarded, although, not always in the ways we expect. Our First Tuesday Communi-
ty Meals depend on your hard work and the ministry is objectively stronger than ever, but never did we expect to see our
Youth Group take the initiative to collect warm coats and gently used toys and offer them to those who dine with us. You
worked hard to provide a warm and hospitable place for folks to have a nutritious meal, but did you ever think that hospi-
tality would result in two couples from the Community Meal being married here? I never did. Ginger Momyer planted a
grand tradition of excellent music over many years, and in 2016, Keith Ferguson was called to the harvest, becoming our
permanent organist following Ginger’s passing. Keith was always Ginger’s choice to continue seeding this congregation
with music, and in Keith, we are confident it shall not cease.

Cold and Heat shall not cease

Cold and heat are experiences of a personal sort. For every one person sweating there is always another reaching for a
blanket. We as a family of faith are made up of people who are always either metaphorically cold or hot. We have prayed
for each other, worshipped together, eaten together, and worked side-by-side together not just in 2016 but for generations.
Some rejoiced at the events of 2016 while others cried out in lament, but both continued to gather here, sit in the same
sanctuary, and sing the same hymns proclaiming the love and grace of Christ. If 2016 reminded us that among us there are
always the hot and the cold, then 2017 should be seen as an opportunity to explore what the Apostle Paul writes in First
Corinthians, “Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.”

Summer and Winter shall not cease

If Cold and heat are personal, summer and winter are corporate. Not experiences, but spans on a calendar, summer and
winter affect everyone equally. What happened in 2016 that was universal to us all? It is harder to pin down than you
might think. Did a service, a hymn, a sermon, a meal, or an event move everyone equally? It is unlikely. God’s promise
that summer and winter shall not cease is an invitation for our congregation to think about the common among us and
what is shared between us regardless of all our many differences. I believe the church itself is one such common denomina-
tor, one thing we all hold in common. We all gather under an equally expansive roof, walk through the same swinging
doors, and depend on the same speakers to fill the sanctuary. 2016 presented challenges to the facility that were addressed:
repairing water leaks, fixing appliances, and sealing the parking lot. The Session has agreed 2017 will be a year of updates
and replacements for our facility. As an example, I am happy to report that work is now underway to replace the steel
doors offering access from the parking lot. Many of you have commented on the dismal state of these doors and offered to
help in replacing them. In 2017, as directed by our Session, we will ask you to help participate in this important work fi-
nancially and by lending a hand.

Day and Night shall not cease

God’s final promise to Noah is a challenge to embrace the holiness present in both the day and the night, in both the light
and the darkness. God does some of God’s best work at night, in the dark, when it feels as though we are alone and forsak-
en. Day and night and God’s faithfulness in both provides a powerful charge for our congregation starting 2017. We must
sing our songs, support each other, tell our stories, and serve our community in the day and in the night, in the good times



